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ABSTRACT: For the first time ever we had an on-campus guest lecture in our telepresence room which was 

streamed to the Pilani campus. Sarath Babu Elumalai, Chemical Engineering graduate from BITS Pilani and also an 

alumnus of Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad, made it a highly enlightening experience. In his extremely 

engaging talk he explained the criticalities of and the teething problems every business has to deal with. He dedicated 

this talk to our late director Prof. Sanjeev Aggarwal. 

SPEAKER PROFILE(S): Mr. Sarath Babu Elumalai is an extremely successful entrepreneur who came up with the 

idea of “Food King Catering services Pvt Ltd.”, a social worker who found the “Hunger Free Foundation” and a politician. 

He is the winner of CNN-IBN award for Young India Leader, Pepsi-MTV Youth Icon and Example to Youth Award. This 

illustrious list just goes on. He is social, humble and hard-working but above all he is a man with a vision to work for the 

society. He feeds around 10 orphanages on the 10th of October, which he calls the Hunger Free day. He also plans to 

build a hundred restrooms in rural schools across the country. 

SUMMARY: This incredible success story has a very humble beginning. He hails from Chennai where he had a tough 

childhood. His first work experience was to sell idlis with his mother on the streets of Chennai. In his summer break after 

standard 10, he took up his first business of book binding at home which earned him a decent profit. This experience 

encouraged him to follow his dreams of entrepreneurship.  Being an intelligent child, he got admitted to BITS with the 

only attraction of an assured job in his mind. BITS transformed him and his communication skills. His experience as the 

coordinator of APOGEE made him a good leader and interested him in management studies. During his PS in Dhanbad, 

he came across a report in The Hindustan Times that 30% of India’s population go to bed with an empty stomach. Struck 

by this harsh truth, he was determined of making people self-sufficient and independent. He realized the only way of 

helping people was by providing them with jobs. 2 years of managing his job as a software engineer, and preparing for 

CAT simultaneously, he finally made it to the prestigious IIM Ahmedabad. He studied with the sole aim of graduating as 

an entrepreneur, for the betterment of the people around him. Being the mess in-charge, he learnt the tricks of the 

trade soon enough and he opened his own food packaging service from his own hostel room. He did not sit for 

placements, which would guarantee him a comfortable job, for he never forgot what he joined the B-School for. The lack 

of work experience however, did not land him with big projects. His first project as a caterer was to supply snacks to a 

software company for employees. This, however was the start of the empire that he was about to build. From tea, he 

started supplying snacks to full scale meals. As the size of his projects grew bigger, so did his business and as they say, 

the rest is history. His company, Food King Catering Services Pvt. Ltd., stands a testament to all the failures and 

hardships that he endured to build this company from scratch. 

Mr. Elumalai was very patient as he answered the questions put forth by his enthusiastic audience. The questions were 

centered-around start-ups, placements and preparations for CAT. While there was a lot to learn from this session for 

every aspiring entrepreneur what stayed with all of us was be patient, and never let ego hamper your mission in life. 
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